CONFERENCE PROGRAM: OVERVIEW
All sessions are at the Catholic Leadership Centre, 576 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne
Wednesday 21 February 2018
5.30pm

Registration and refreshments

6.00pm – 8.30pm

Smoking ceremony

Sherry Balcombe

(Location: Courtyard)
Forum: A Healthy Earth for a Flourishing Society:
Implementing Laudato Si’
(Location: Celtic Hall)

Mark Monahan
Jacqui Rémond
Miriam Rose Ungunmerr
Baumann AO
Gavin Dufty
Dr Bronwyn Lay

Thursday 22 February 2018
8.00am

Reception open (Location: Celtic Hall)

Paul Bongiorno AM
Tiffany Davis

9.00am – 9.35am

Acknowledgement of country (Location: Celtic Hall)

Sherry Balcombe

Liturgy

Peter Hudson

9.35am – 9.45am

Welcome and opening (Location: Celtic Hall)

Bernie Cronin

9.45am – 10.45am

Opening Keynote: Hearing, Healing, Hope: the
Challenge for the Church and Society

Phil Glendenning AM

(Location: Celtic Hall)

Respondent: Miriam Rose
Ungunmerr Baumann AO

10.45am –
11.15am

Morning tea (Location: Gathering space)

11.15am –
12.45pm

Forum: Economics for a Flourishing Society

Joe Zabar

(Location: Celtic Hall)

John Roskam
Clare O’Neil MP

12.45pm

Lunch (Dining Room)

1.45pm –
3.15pm

Workshops – series 1 (Studio Rooms, upstairs)

With thanks to our sponsors:

3.15pm –
3.45pm

Afternoon tea (Location: Gathering space)

3.45pm –
5.15pm

Workshops – series 2 (Location: Studio Rooms upstairs)

5.30pm

Conference Mass

Fr Joe Caddy

(Location: St John the Evangelist Church on conference
site)
6.30pm

Pre-dinner drinks (Location: Dining Room)

7.00pm –
10.00pm

Dinner and Mary MacKillop Oration
(Location: Dining Room)

MC: Prof Gabrielle
McMullen AM
Dinner Speaker:
Geraldine Doogue AO
Respondent:
Sr Kerrie Cusack RSJ

Friday 23 February 2018
7.30am 8.45am

Working breakfast on 2020 Plenary Council (Dining Room)

Lana Turvey-Collins

9.00am

Opening Prayer (Location: Celtic Hall)

Peter Hudson

9.05am –
10.45am

Forum: Responding to abuse, ensuring safety and
dedication to service

Chair: Maria Harries AM

(Location: Celtic Hall)

Robert Fitzgerald AM
Sheree Limbrick

Note: An experienced counsellor will be on hand for
anyone needing assistance
10.45am –
11.15am

Morning tea

(Location: Gathering space)

11.15am –
12.50pm

Forum: Catholic Social Services bringing healing and hope
to the world (Location: Dining Room)

12.50pm –
1.00pm

Closing liturgy

1.00pm –
2.00pm

Lunch (Location: Dining Room)

2.00pm –
4.00pm

Masterclass on Pope Francis and Human Rights: Moving
justice and solidarity from the dictionary to the
workplace of Catholic social services
(Location: Celtic Hall)

4pm

Coffee

Fr Frank Brennan SJ AO,
with all conference
attendees

Fr Frank Brennan SJ AO

Throughout the conference there will be a space set aside at the conference venue (in Simonds Hall) to
facilitate reflection on the input and discussions. Experienced leaders will be on hand for those who
wish to share this reflection.

CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS
Series 1: 1.45pm – 3.15pm
1.1 Emerging issues in not-for-profit governance

Elizabeth Proust AO

This workshop will be led by Elizabeth Proust AO, who has been involved in a
range of arts, charitable, university and business boards. She has played key
roles in developing and leading organisations, including as Secretary of the
Victorian Department of the Premier and Cabinet, and Chief Executive of the
City of Melbourne. The workshop will explore governance issues for the notfor-profit sector, including the role of the Australian Charities and Not-forprofit Commission. WORKSHOP FULL

1.2 NDIS 1: Challenges and opportunities within a mission
framework
This workshop will explore key areas of convergence and tension between
NDIS policies and practices and the mission of Catholic social service agencies
to provide excellence of care in supporting vulnerable people and those with
complex needs. The workshop will be led by facilitator Camilla Rowland, CEO
Marymead, with expert panelists as listed. Agencies with a connection to the
NDIS and other individualised funding models will benefit from this workshop.
WORKSHOP FULL

1.3 Love of neighbour: The challenge for parishes
Parish communities are called to reach out in service to those in need. In
many ways, they can reach parts of the community that professional service
agencies cannot. There is much to be gained from strengthened collaboration
between parishes and Catholic social service agencies. This workshop will
focus on the ways in which parishes can learn from each other, and Catholic
social service agencies can strengthen their relationships and collaboration
with parishes, to deepen and broaden the work of the Church in reaching out
to vulnerable and marginalised members of the community.

1.4 It’s Time … Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Wellness and Empowerment: Our Personal and
Professional Heart Call for Change

Camilla Rowland
with panellists:
Hon. Kevin Andrews MP
Dr Ken Baker AM
Christine Macqueen

Dr Bob Dixon
Fr Terry Kean
Bernadette Dennis

MC: Sherry Balcombe
Darlene Dreise

Warning: Your attendance at this presentation and workshop will require you
to leave your ego at the door as we embark on a personal and professional
journey along paths well-trodden and trails yet unknown. Our destination?
The place of comfort and energy, which best enables us to honour our call to
serve our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander brothers and sisters and enable
two-way learning. While acknowledging what has worked in this space, we
will also identify what could be done via the privileged stance of our
respective ministries today. Let us lament, laugh and learn with each other
as we work for personal transformation and professional growth.

1.5 Church Leadership in preventing and responding to family
violence: Sharing resources and insights from around the
country
This workshop will explore challenges and opportunities within Catholic social
services and the broader Church to prevent family violence and to respond
the needs of victims and survivors. This includes sharing experience and ideas
relating to extending awareness of the nature of family violence, its
incidence, and causes; providing support for victims and survivors, including
children; responding to needs within our organisations and our parishes; and
resourcing a pro-active approach by Church leaders.

Chair: Helen Burt
Charlie King AM
Jocelyn Bignold
Di Swan

Series 2:

3.45pm – 5.15pm

2.1 Priorities in governance of Catholic organisations
This workshop will explore formation for the governance and stewardship of
Catholic ministries and how leaders can respond to current priorities in
leading Catholic organisations. Through case studies, it will guide those in or
preparing for governance roles in Catholic ministries on how to embed
mission into their decision-making and stewardship of the ministries and build
the Catholic ethos of their agency.

2.2 NDIS 2: The contribution of the Catholic network
This interactive workshop is an opportunity to contribute to and connect with
the collective expertise of Catholic agencies delivering services under the
NDIS. It will include presentations from leaders in the Catholic sector and
space to delve deeper in discussion around effectively sharing expertise
across the network, connecting with Diocesan and other Church agencies and
developing ideas for delivering disability services in rural and regional
Australia. This workshop will be particularly beneficial for social service
providers with a connection to the NDIS.

2.3 Social housing: exploring opportunities for affordable
housing initiatives
In this workshop delegates will explore opportunities for Catholic agencies,
dioceses and parishes to respond to the affordable housing crisis, a growing
problem that has been recognised and featured in the Australian Catholic
Bishops’ Social Justice Statement 2017 -2018. Case studies of work being done
at national level, in dioceses, and by Catholic agencies will showcase some of
the diverse responses and partnerships being formed to improve affordable
housing supply, from policy advocacy, finding land and finance, and the
creation of action networks to generate new housing supply.

2.4 Effective advocacy of public policy
This workshop will focus on effective advocacy of public policy, drawing
conclusions from our success and other endeavours. Case studies that
demonstrate ways in which to impact public policy and broader social
understanding effectively will be presented and discussed. The discussion will
be conducted through the lens of Catholic social services and what are the
implications for each person, for agencies and for our sector as a whole.

2.5 Excellence in caring for vulnerable clients: Going beyond
the rhetoric and compliance to explore excellence in care

Prof Gabrielle McMullen AM
Des Powell AM

Chair: Kate Venables
Tony Hollamby
Peter Selwood
Anne-Marie Mioche

Chair: Chris Hall AM
Dr May Lam
Tim Gourlay
Tony Fitzgerald

Chair: Bernie Geary OAM
Sally Parnell
Phil Glendenning
Karen Lococo

Dr Robyn Miller

The workshop will focus on the culture, the processes and structures that
need to be in place to ensure vulnerable clients are receiving the best of
care. The workshop will look at issues of accreditation, standards and
reporting, to ensure clients are safe and receive the best care; and also at
what is needed beyond what can be stipulated by regulators.

2.6 Support for asylum seekers and recently arrived
communities: Sharing information and insights from
around the country
This workshop will focus on the fundamental needs of asylum seekers and
recently arrived communities, and how we can collaborate to provide
appropriate support. A range of practical case studies will be presented and
discussed. Advocacy priorities will inevitably emerge.

Brigid Arthur csb
Tracey Cabrié

CONFERENCE FORUMS: IN DETAIL
Wednesday 21
February

A Healthy Earth for a Flourishing
Society: Implementing Laudato Si’

6.00pm – 8.30pm

Mark Monahan
Jacqui Rémond
Miriam Rose
Ungunmerr AO
Gavin Dufty
Dr Bronwyn Lay

This forum focuses on Pope Francis’ Laudato Si and the call to ecological conversion. This highly
interactive session will explore the interconnectedness of nature and the earth with the society living
on it; the intimate relationship between the fragility of the planet and its impact on the poor,
focusing on utility prices; and how the Catholic Social Services sector can be strengthened in its work
of walking with and assisting people in hope, justice and love.

Thursday 22 February
9.45am – 10.45am

Opening Keynote: Hearing, Healing,
Hope: The Challenge for the Church and
Society

Phil Glendenning AM

Thursday 22 February
11.15am – 12.45pm

Economics for a Flourishing Society

Joe Zabar
Clare O’Neil MP
John Roskam

Just as the commandment “Thou shalt not kill” sets a clear limit in order to safeguard the value of
human life, today we also have to say “thou shalt not” to an economy of exclusion and inequality.
Such an economy kills. Pope Francis has sent a powerful message to Catholics and the global
community that our current economic paradigm must change. Too many people continue to be
excluded from meaningful participation in our society due to an economy that gives priority to assets
and markets over people. The Catholic Church in Australia is responding and has begun a dialogue,
through its 2017 social justice statement Everyone’s Business – Developing an Inclusive and Sustainable
Economy. Speakers will discuss our modern economy and what it means to have a flourishing society
in a time of globalisation, marketisation and insecure employment.

Friday 23 February
7.30am – 8.45am

Working breakfast on 2020 Plenary
Council

Lana Turvey-Collins

Lana Turvey-Collins has been appointed by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference to facilitate a
three-year process of listening, dialogue and discernment about the future of the Catholic Church in
Australia, culminating in the 2020 Plenary Council. This working breakfast offers an opportunity for
the Catholic social services sector to provide input into this process. What can we contribute as
individuals, as agencies and as a sector? How can we strengthen our work in reaching out to the most
vulnerable and marginalised in our communities, and in enhancing human flourishing, which is
indispensable to the nature of the Church (Deus Caritas #25)?
PLEASE ENSURE YOU HAVE REGISTERED YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THE BREAKFAST
Email: lucia.brick@css.org.au

Friday 23 February
9.05am – 10.45am

Responding to abuse, ensuring safety
and dedication to service

Chair: Maria Harries
AM
Robert Fitzgerald AM
Sheree Limbrick

This forum will focus on how the Catholic social services sector has responded to the Royal Commission
into Institutional Responses to Child Abuse, and how we will continue to respond in a way that ensures
the safety of children and vulnerable persons, and dedication to service.

Friday 23 February
11.15am – 12.50pm

Catholic Social Services bringing healing
and hope to the world

Fr Frank Brennan SJ
AO, with all
conference attendees

This forum looks at the way forward informed by the conference presentations and the wisdom in the
room expressed in discussions. It will invite participants to contribute to developing that agenda
through small group interaction and feedback. It will seek to foster a spirit of moving forward
collaboratively and innovatively to build the Kingdom through advancing the ministries across the
Catholic social services and other Catholic sectors in response to the ‘signs of the times’.

Friday 23 February
2.00pm – 4.00pm

Masterclass on Pope Francis and Human
Rights: Moving justice and solidarity
from the dictionary to the workplace of
Catholic social services

Fr Frank Brennan SJ
AO

This year we celebrate the 70th anniversary of the UN Declaration of Human Rights. At the beginning
of his pontificate in 2013, Pope Francis reflecting on the 50th anniversary of Pope John XXIII’s
encyclical Pacem In Terris asked two questions:
“Looking at our current reality, I ask myself if the words justice and solidarity are only in our
dictionary or if we all work so that they become a reality?”
“Pacem In Terris draws a line that goes from the peace to be built in the hearts of people to reviewing
our model of development and of action at all levels so that our world may become a world of peace.
I ask myself, are we willing to accept this invitation?”
In this masterclass, Frank Brennan will lead discussion and reflection on these two questions and the
distinctive contribution Pope Francis is making to human rights in the Church and in the world.

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS
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Hon. Kevin
Andrews MP

Federal Member of Parliament

Workshop speaker

The Hon. Kevin Andrews MP has been a member of the Australian Commonwealth
Parliament since 1991, serving as the member for the Victorian seat of Menzies in the
House of Representatives. He is the Chairman of the Joint Standing Committee on the
NDIS and Chairman of the Human Rights Sub-committee of the Joint Standing
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade. Mr Andrews served as Minister for
Ageing (2001-2003), Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations and Minister
Assisting the Prime Minister for the Public Service (2003-2007), Minister for
Immigration and Citizenship (2007), Minister for Social Services (2013-2014) and
Minister for Defence (2014-2015).

Sr Brigid Arthur CSB

Brigidine Asylum Seeker Project

Workshop leader

Sr Brigid Arthur csb is co-founder of the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project, which was
established in 2001. It is a Melbourne-based initiative of the Brigidine Sisters whose
motto is ‘Strength and Kindness’. The Brigidine Sisters have been engaged in education
and social justice in Victoria since 1886.

Dr Ken Baker AM

Chief Executive,
National Disability Services

Workshop panellist

Dr Baker has worked in social policy and public affairs for 30 years and has personal
experience as a carer. He campaigned for the introduction of the NDIS and is keen to
see it implemented well across Australia. As Chief Executive of NDS, Dr Ken Baker
provides information, representation and policy advice. He has been a member of
numerous committees advising government on disability policy matters, particularly
employment.

Sherry Balcombe

Coordinator, Aboriginal Catholic
Ministry Victoria

Conference
contributor

Sherry Balcombe is an Olkola / Jabaguy / Ku Ku Yalanji woman from Far North
Queensland. She has worked for Aboriginal Catholic Ministry for 13 years under the
guidance of Vicki Clark, and for the past 15 months as its Coordinator. Sherry is
passionate about her work and enjoys supporting her local community on a state and
national level. Sherry’s dream is to help give Aboriginal children a good education so
that in the future they can be great advocates for all Aboriginal people. She regularly
visits children in the Parkville detention centre on behalf of the Commissioner for
Aboriginal Children and Young People and she is on the Volunteers Advisory Committee
to the Minister for Family and Children and Minister for Youth, the Hon. Jenny
Mikakos.
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Jocelyn Bignold

Chief Executive Officer,
McAuley Community Services for
Women

Workshop speaker

For the past 10 years Jocelyn Bignold has been the CEO of McAuley Community Services
for Women. McAuley has a track record of innovation in providing support for women
and their children who are experiencing family violence, and women who are
homeless. In 2014 Jocelyn gave expert evidence before Victoria’s Royal Commission
into Family Violence. She is the current chair of the Western Integrated Family
Violence Committee and a member of the Victorian Government’s Family Violence
Housing Assistance Implementation Taskforce.

Paul Bongiorno AM

Veteran Journalist & Columnist

Master of
Ceremonies

Paul Bongiorno writes weekly columns for The Saturday Paper and other publications,
is a regular commentator on ABC Radio National and Contributing Editor for Network
10. He has been a journalist for 40 years and in that time has won four national
Walkey Awards for journalistic excellence. For the past 30 years he has been a member
of the federal parliamentary press gallery and for 17 of them he was Ten’s Bureau
Chief and host of the national political program Meet The Press. Before that he
covered Queensland state politics for ten years at Channel Ten Brisbane. Paul has a
master’s degree (STL) in Theology from the Pontifical Urban University, Rome.

Fr Frank Brennan
SJ AO

Chief Executive Officer,
Catholic Social Services Australia

Forum speaker

Frank Brennan is a Jesuit priest and Chief Executive Officer of Catholic Social Services
Australia, the national peak body of Catholic community service providers. He is
superior of the Jesuit community at Xavier House in Canberra. Previously he has been
Professor of Law at Australian Catholic University and Adjunct Professor at the
Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture, the Australian National University
College of Law and the National Centre for Indigenous Studies. He has also served as
the National Director of Human Rights and Social Justice for Jesuit Social Services.

Helen Burt

Senior Policy Advisor,
Catholic Social Services Victoria

Workshop speaker

Helen Burt has worked for nearly 30 years in the community sector, mostly in faithbased organisations. In that time Helen’s roles have included program development,
policy work and management. Helen’s work has focused on support and empowerment
of the most marginalised and disadvantaged people in the community. In her career
Helen has sought to develop service responses that are respectful of each person’s
needs, aspirations and essential dignity.

Tracey Cabrié

Centre Manager, Cabrini Asylum
Seeker and Refugee Health Hub

Workshop speaker

Tracey Cabrie is the inaugural Centre Manager of the Cabrini Asylum Seeker and
Refugee Health Hub, which opened in May 2016. She has a diverse background in
nursing, public health and international health and for the last 15 year has been
working with people seeking asylum and refugees, both domestically and overseas.
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Fr Joe Caddy

Episcopal Vicar for Justice and
Social Service

Homilist

Fr Joe Caddy was ordained a priest of the Archdiocese of Melbourne in 1990. In 1996
he completed a Licentiate in Social Sciences at the Gregorian University in Rome. He
was the Chair of Catholic Social Services Australia from 2003-2013 and was Chief
Executive Officer of CatholicCare from 2004-2017. In 2016 he commenced as Parish
Priest at St Mary’s, St Kilda East and was appointed Episcopal Vicar for Social Services
in the Archdiocese of Melbourne.

Bernie Cronin

Chair of Council,
Catholic Social Services Victoria

Conference
speaker

Bernie Cronin is Chair of the Catholic Social Services Victoria (CSSV) Council. He is also
Chair of Corpus Christi Community Greenvale, which provides a home for men who
are, or at risk of being, homeless and is connected to CSSV through committee
membership of Edmund Rice Community Partnerships, Mount Atkinson. Bernie is also a
Board Director of Victorian State Emergency Services. He is a social infrastructure and
strategic planning consultant after a long career in youth work, community
development, rehabilitation and training. He has held senior roles in both local and
Commonwealth Government.

Sr Kerrie Cusack
RSJ

Sister of St Joseph of the Sacred
Heart

Respondent

Kerrie Cusack, a Josephite Sister, came to Melbourne in 2014 to take up leadership of
the Sisters in Victoria and Tasmania. Originally from the Goulburn Congregation which
merged with the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart in 2013, Kerrie has enjoyed
many years of involvement in Catholic education in rural centres in NSW. She enjoys
exploring the natural beauty and culture of Melbourne and Hobart cities and their
neighbouring landscapes as well as getting to know the Sisters of the region. She has
also enjoyed the opportunities to appreciate the work of the Sisters in their various
ministries.

Tiffany Davis

Assistant Director, Archbishop’s
Office for Evangelisation,
Catholic Archdiocese of
Melbourne

Master of
Ceremonies

As Assistant Director of the Archbishop's Office for Evangelisation, Tiffany assists in
the development of adult faith programs and resources that support parish leaders
across the Archdiocese of Melbourne. She is passionate about parishes being places of
welcome and encounter, and courageous in their approach to living out the joy of the
Gospel. Tiffany has previously been involved in youth ministry and worked on various
Catholic youth festivals around Australia. Having completed a master’s degree in
communication and worked in brand management, she believes strongly in the
innovative use of design and multimedia to communicate the faith to all ages. She is
heavily involved in her local parish and currently a member of the parish pastoral
council.
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Bernadette Dennis

St Joseph’s Parish

Workshop speaker

Bernadette Dennis started her working life as a teacher of children with special needs
following education studies at the Victorian College of Education. Later she undertook
studies in Hospitality Management at the Florida International University and is now a
Director of BD Concepts Pty Ltd. Bernadette has a strong commitment to pro bono
activities, which include Board Member of the St Vincent’s Institute Medical Research
Foundation, of MOVE Muscle, Bone and Joint Health, and of the Friends of The Johnson
Collection. As well, she is Secretary/Treasurer of St Joseph’s Outreach Services in the
Parish of South Yarra, which provides transitional housing units and a crisis shelter to
the homeless as well as a food store and a 24-hour bread bank to the disadvantage in
the community.

Dr Bob Dixon

Former Director, ACBC Pastoral
Research Office

Workshop speaker

Bob Dixon was Director of the Pastoral Research Office (PRO) of the Australian
Catholic Bishops Conference from 1996 until his retirement in 2016. He is the author
or co-author of numerous publications about the demography of the Australian
Catholic population, aspects of Catholic belief and practice, and Catholic parishes. He
holds honorary appointments at Australian Catholic University and the University of
Divinity. He and his wife Cath are longstanding members of St Anthony’s Parish in
Noble Park. One of the significant projects conducted by the PRO during Bob’s time as
Director was the Building Stronger Parishes project, an in-depth study of twenty vital
parishes around Australia that has the capacity to inspire other parishes with ideas
and insights by which they too, can approach the future.

Geraldine Doogue
AO

Journalist & Broadcaster

Dinner speaker

Geraldine Doogue AO is an Australian journalist and broadcaster known for her
reporting on religious and social affairs. She has worked extensively in print, television
and radio, including for The Australian, ABC’s Nationwide, 2UE, Channel 10 news and
ABC TV’s Compass program, for the latter as host. She played a major role in ABC TV's
coverage of the Gulf War in 1991. In 1992 Geraldine began presenting Life Matters on
ABC Radio National, which covered the full gamut of social issues in everyday life. In
recent years, Geraldine has taken an interest in the relationship between Islam and
the Western world, co-producing Tomorrow's Islam in 2003 with Peter Kirkwood. In
2005 the pair co-authored a book Tomorrow's Islam: Uniting Age-old Beliefs and a
Modern World. Geraldine continues to tackle a wide range of subjects in her ongoing
role as presenter of the ABC Radio National program Saturday Extra and ABC TV's
Compass.

Darlene Dreise

Mission Executive, St Vincent’s
Health Australia (Toowoomba)

Workshop speaker

Darlene Dreise is a highly skilled, experienced educator originally from Cairns but now
living in Toowoomba. With Torres Strait Islander and Chinese heritage, the lived
experience of diversity and importance of inclusiveness have been hallmarks of her
approach to relating with and educating others over a career spanning 25 years.
Darlene’s academic achievements include the completion of a Bachelor of Teaching
(ACU), Bachelor of Education (JCU), Master of Learning Innovation (QUT) and Graduate
Certificate in Leadership and Catholic Culture (ACU).
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Darlene respectfully acknowledges that these achievements have been made possible
by the efforts of her Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander forebears, the pioritisation
of educational opportunities by her parents and the ongoing support of her husband
and extended family.

Gavin Dufty

Manager Policy & Research,
St Vincent de Paul Society

Forum speaker

Gavin is currently employed as the manager of policy and research at St Vincent de
Paul Society, Victoria. He has worked in the social services sector for over 28 years
undertaking research and policy development, particularly in the area on cost of living
with a focus on energy policy and impacts on households. Gavin is currently on a
number of industry and government committees. He was awarded a centennial medal
for services to community in 2001.

Robert Fitzgerald
AM

Commissioner, Productivity
Commission

Forum speaker

Robert Fitzgerald AM was a Commissioner on the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse for five years. He has returned to the Productivity
Commission where he has been serving as a full time Commissioner since January 2004,
other than during the period of the Royal Commission. Prior to that appointment
Robert was the NSW Community and Disability Services Commissioner and Deputy
Ombudsman. Robert, a commercial lawyer by profession, has a diverse background and
extensive experience in commerce, law, public policy and community services,
including extensive involvement in many not-for-profit agencies. He has served on
numerous NGO boards and committees including previously as President, Australian
Council of Social Service and Chair, Advisory Board, Australian Charities and Not-forProfits Commission.

Tony Fitzgerald

Chief Executive Officer,
Centacare, Catholic Diocese of
Ballarat

Workshop speaker

Tony Fitzgerald was appointed Chief Executive Officer of Centacare in the Diocese of
Ballarat in January 2017. Previously he conducted his own consultancy business,
worked as Managing Director of State Trustees Ltd for 11 years and over 25 years held
a number roles at the National Australia Bank, including Strategy Advisor, Global
Business Financial Services. Tony has a degree in Accounting from the University of
Queensland, has CPA accreditation and is a member of the Australian Institute of
Company Directors. He is a member of the St Vincent de Paul Society and boards of
charitable trusts for people with disabilities.

Bernie Geary OAM

Former Victorian Commissioner
for Children and Young People

Workshop speaker

Bernie Geary OAM was the former Victorian Commissioner for Children and Young
People. In his role as Commissioner, Bernie contributed to a number of policy reforms
and service improvements for children, particularly in out-of-home care, and for young
people in custody. He was appointed to the role in 2013, following his previous role as
Victoria’s first Child Safety Commissioner, which he held from 2005. He retired in 2015
after more than 40 years of service to Victoria’s young people.
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Bernie was the first youth outreach worker in Victoria and worked for many years with
young families and disadvantaged youth in West Heidelberg and managed Jesuit Social
Services’ Brosnan Centre prior to becoming the CEO of Jesuit Social Services. He also
served on the Victorian Youth Parole Board (1988-2005), and was a member of the
Premier’s Drug Advisory Councils in 1999 and 2001, the Victorian Sentencing Advisory
Council (2005–2008) and the Victorian Children’s Council (2005-2013). He has been
sitting again on Youth Parol Board for the past two years. Bernie has an honorary
master’s degree in Social Work and, in 2010, received the honorary award of Doctor of
the University (Honoris Causa) from Australian Catholic University.

Phil Glendenning
AM

Director, Edmund Rice Centre &
President, Refugee Council of
Australia

Keynote speaker

Phil was one of the original co-founders of Australians for Native Title and
Reconciliation (ANTaR) and for 10 years was National President. He has served on the
Australian Council for Social Service, various committees of the Australian Council for
Overseas Aid and the Centre for an Ethical Society. Phil also led the research team for
the Deported To Danger series, which monitored the safety of rejected asylum seekers
in 22 countries, and resulted in the internationally screened documentary, A Well
Founded Fear.

Tim Gourlay

Executive Director, CatholicCare
Tasmania

Workshop speaker

Tim Gourlay is currently the Executive Director of CatholicCare Tasmania and
Centacare Evolve Housing. Tim has had a significant impact through his involvement in
increasing the supply of affordable housing and management of social public housing
portfolios, developing supported disability accommodation and housing of victims of
domestic violence. He has alsoestablished a number of alliances, partnerships and
initiatives to assist in making a positive difference to the most vulnerable and at risk
in our community. Tim is an experienced company director, and has held a number of
Board positions for a range of not-for-profit companies and financial institutions over
a period of 25 years. He is also currently a Director of CatholicCare Tasmania,
Affordable Community Housing Alliance Tasmania, CatholicCare Victoria Tasmania and
Blueline Laundry. Tim holds a Diploma of Teaching and Diploma of Company Directors
from the University of Tasmania, a Graduate Certificate in Management from Flinders
University and Technicians Certificates in Building and Architecture, and has over 45
years’ experience in construction, education and social services within Tasmania.

Chris Hall AM

Chief Executive Officer,
MercyCare

Workshop chair

Chris has been CEO of MercyCare since November 2010. He has held senior leadership
and corporate governance positions for 30 years in the Australian not-for-profit sector
and local government industry at national, state and local levels. He has worked in
the community services, health, mental health, disability and aged care sectors. Chris
is a well-known supporter of the not-for-profit sector and well-recognised advocate
and driver for social justice and for changes that benefit the community. He has
served on numerous advisory and consultative bodies and committees to federal, state
and local governments and on the boards of various not-for-profit organisations.
Among his current appointments, he is Co-Chair of Community Employers WA and a
member of the State Training Board of WA and the WA Advisory Council for the Centre
for Social Impact.

Photo

Name

Title & Organisation

Role at
conference

Chris has tertiary qualifications in business management, social work and the arts and
is a Graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors, Fellow of the
Australian Institute of Management and 2009 Churchill Fellow.

Maria Harries AM,
PhD, GAICD

Chairperson, Catholic Social
Services Australia Board

Forum chair

Maria Harries is Adjunct Professor at the Curtin University School of Occupational
Therapy and Social Work and a Senior Honorary Research Fellow in the School of
Population Health at The University of Western Australia. She runs her own consulting
practice and also continues her research work and as a research supervisor with a
number of PhD students. She works with a number of state and national organisations
involved with people who have experienced ‘care’. Maria was the inaugural
Chairperson of MercyCare WA. She has held many leadership positions within the
mental health and broader social services sector in WA and nationally. In addition to
her ‘portfolio of other retirement commitments’, in 2014 Maria assumed the role of
Chairperson of Catholic Social Services Australia.

Tony Hollamby

Chief Executive Officer,
St John of God Accord

Workshop speaker

Tony Hollamby became Chief Executive Officer of St John of God Accord in January
2010. He previously worked in both public and private health care for 30 years at CEO
and executive level. As CEO, he was instrumental in effectively leading Accord through
one of Australia’s biggest social reforms, the rollout of the NDIS. Tony is currently
overseeing the transitioning of services from Marillac Ltd to St John of God Accord. He
also led the transformation of Accord’s Greensborough Community Campus, overseeing
a comprehensive redevelopment. He sees the development of relationships with
clients, their families and the broader community as key to successfully providing
support. Making a difference in lives of the people supported is part of the vision,
mission and values of Accord. Developing a unified approach called “Achieving
together” ensures all employees understand their role in fostering opportunities for
growth, development and wellbeing. Tony has 14 years CEO experience, previously
being responsible for the redevelopment of St John of God Berwick Hospital completed
in 2007.

Peter Hudson

Network and Member Support
Coordinator, Catholic Social
Services Victoria

Conference
facilitator

Peter Hudson has been involved in Catholic education, community development and
spiritual formation for the past 40 years. Peter’s qualifications and experience are in
education, human resources and spirituality. He has been Network and Member
Support Coordinator at Catholic Social Services Victoria for the past five years where
he has developed and delivered a range of workshops on the principles of Catholic
Social Teaching for member organisations at board, management and personnel levels.
He has also contributed to the wide range of CSSV programs, conferences and
documentation that have been offered across the Catholic sector in this time.
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Fr Terry Kean

Parish Priest, St Francis Xavier,
Montmorency

Workshop speaker

Fr Terry Kean has been Parish Priest of St Francis Xavier, Montmorency, Victoria for
the past 11 years. In his 47 years of priesthood he has worked in many different
parishes and has gained wide and varied parish experience. For almost nine years he
was Parish Priest of Sacred Heart Parish and Mission, St Kilda/St Columba’s, Elwood,
where he worked with many homeless and disadvantaged people in our community.

Charlie King AM

ABC Sports Broadcaster

Workshop speaker

Charlie King is an ABC Sports Broadcaster presenting Sporttalk and Grandstand each
weekend in the Northern Territory style. Charlie is also known for his
anti-domestic violence campaigning, winning a Northern Territory human rights award
in 2016.

Dr May Lam

Director of Research at Marist180
& Co-ordinator of the Australian
Catholic Housing Alliance

Workshop speaker

Dr May Lam has a background in education as a secondary teacher and university
lecturer. For the past 25 years she has worked in policy, research and other programs
for unemployed disadvantaged people, with particular interests in youth transitions,
government services contracting and social innovation design. May has worked at the
community sector industry peak body Jobs Australia (1992-2004) and served as its
Deputy CEO and Policy Manager (2011-2013). In the UK May worked for the
employment services company Ingeus and the Department of Work and Pensions (20052008). More recent roles in policy and strategy have been at the Brotherhood of St
Laurence, Social Traders, and the National Employment Services Association. May was
Chair of Writers Victoria (2013-2016) and is currently on the Board of Youth
Development Australia. She has a BA, DipEd, Grad Dip Librarianship, M Ed, and a PhD
from The University of Melbourne.

Dr Bronwyn Lay

Ecological Justice Project
Officer, Jesuit Social Services

Forum speaker

Dr Bronwyn Lay is a writer, lawyer and policy officer. She has worked as a community
lawyer and legal consultant to international environmental NGOs such as Greenpeace
and Friends of the Earth. Her area of expertise is law reform and community cultural
transformation towards ecological justice.

Sheree Limbrick

Chief Executive Officer,
Catholic Professional Standards

Forum speaker

Sheree commenced in the role as CEO of Catholic Professional Standards Ltd in July
2017. With more than 25 years’ experience in child, youth and community services,
Sheree is an experienced senior executive, leading organisations in the areas of
accreditation and continuous quality improvement, service development and
innovation, strategic planning and organisational development. She is committed to
organisational accountability, transparency and integrity and brings experiences in
leading initiatives, which have ensured organisations listen to and learn from the
experiences of vulnerable children and people.
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Sheree is a passionate advocate for children’s rights, refugee and asylum seeker rights,
servant leadership and the Richmond Football Club.

Karen Lococo

Manager, Journey to Social
Inclusion (J2SI) Program, Sacred
Heart Mission

Workshop speaker

Karen Lococo is the Manager of the Journey to Social Inclusion program at Sacred
Heart Mission in St Kilda. She holds initial qualifications in Counselling, including in
Drug and Alcohol Recovery Counselling, Social Work and Sociology as well as a
research-based Master of Social Work from Fordham University in New York. Prior to
moving to Australia in 2013, Karen worked in Community Services in a variety of
management roles. In 2011, Karen was awarded the “Keep the Promise” Legislative
Advocacy Award for work with staff and clients to advocate to maintain funding levels
for Supportive Housing Services in Connecticut.

Christine
Macqueen

Manager Disability Futures,
CatholicCare Diocese of Broken
Bay

Workshop panellist

Christine Macqueen commenced in the disability sector as a Special Education Teacher
and School Principal in her early career, going on to a long career in the public sector
in welfare, disability and Indigenous affairs. Her recent not-for-profit career has been
across disability and aged care where she commenced the transition to the National
Disability Insurance Scheme in 2012 as a Regional Manager for a large member-based
not-for-profit agency in Sydney. Christine holds degrees in Law, Sociology and
Psychology and has taught legal subjects in TAFE and university environments. Her
major passion is to see the NDIS as a transformational opportunity for clients to
engage fully in community life and believes that the social capital of the Church
presents a welcoming and inclusive environment for clients and their families to live
bigger and better lives as an outcome of their improved capacity for choice and
control.

Prof Gabrielle
McMullen AM

Emeritus Professor,
Australian Catholic University

Workshop speaker

Professor Gabrielle McMullen AM joined the Faculty of Medicine at Monash University
and was appointed Dean of its Catholic residence, Mannix College, in 1981. She was
then Rector of Australian Catholic University’s Ballarat campus from 1995-2000 and its
Pro- and Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic) until early 2011. Gabrielle has been a
Trustee of Mary Aikenhead Ministries (2011–2017) and since late 2015 one of four lay
appointees to the Governing Council of the Missionary Sisters of Service. She is a
member of the Council of the University of Divinity and the Council of the Divine Word
University in Madang, Papua New Guinea. She has served on a wide range of boards
across the Catholic sector.
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Dr Miller is a social worker and family therapist with over 30 years experience in the
community sector, local government and child protection. She was a senior clinician
and teacher for 14 years at the Bouverie Family Therapy Centre, La Trobe University,
and part of an innovative team working with families who have experienced trauma
and sexual abuse. Robyn has practised in the public and private sectors as a therapist,
clinical supervisor, consultant and lecturer and was a member of the Victorian Child
Death Review Committee for ten years. She was the recipient of the inaugural Robin
Clark memorial PhD scholarship in 2004 and the statewide award for Inspirational
Leadership in Victoria in 2010. From 2006-2015 Robyn provided professional leadership
as the Chief Practitioner within the Department of Human Services in Victoria. She
also worked as a consultant with the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to
Child Sexual Abuse. In August 2017 Dr Miller was appointed a Director of Catholic
Professional Standards.

Anne-Marie
Mioche

Chief Executive Office,
CentaCare Wilcannia-Forbes

Workshop speaker

Anne-Marie Mioche commenced as CEO of CentaCare Wilcannia-Forbes in January 2017.
She has led several national not-for-profit companies and associations including
Families Australia and Carers Australia which she established. She brings a strong
record of leadership in complex organisations having led highly successful and growing
organisations through changes in public policy and service delivery models around the
country. Anne-Marie brings a strong commitment to the values embodied in principles
of Catholic social justice and is passionate about doing all she can to support work
environments that nurture care, compassion and service to those in need.

Mark Monahan

Executive Officer, Edmund Rice
Services (Mt Atkinson)

Forum facilitator

Prior to his current role, Mark was the Executive Officer of Edmund Rice Camps for 8.5
years. He has an undergraduate degree in Recreation Leadership and Master of Social
Work. Mark is a board member of the Australian Camps Association. Mark is married
and has three kids aged 9, 8 and 4 and loves living on the surf coast at Ocean Grove.
He works from a holistic point of view drawing on his personal life experiences,
ongoing studies, work experience, and day to day interactions within the community
and being a husband and parent.

Clare O’Neil MP

Member for Hotham, Victoria

Forum speaker

Clare O'Neil is the Federal Labor Member for Hotham and the Shadow Minister for
Justice. She was first elected in 2013 and re-elected in 2016. Clare understands the
Australian economy and its impact on everyday Australians. Before entering
Parliament, she studied with some of the world's most famous economists. She has also
sat in boardrooms and worked in workplaces in mining, manufacturing,
telecommunications and retail. Clare studied a Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Laws,
both with Honours, at Monash University in Clayton. She was then awarded a Fulbright
scholarship to study a Master of Public Policy at Harvard University in the United
States. She lived in Boston and New York, where she spent time working in the New
York Stock Exchange. At 23, Clare became the youngest female mayor in Australian
history, just twelve months after being elected to represent the people of Springvale
South on the City of Greater Dandenong Council. Today, she represents these same
constituents, but in the Federal Parliament.
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Clare has also lived and worked in North East Arnhem Land, supporting local
Indigenous women to establish small businesses.

Sally Parnell

Executive Director, Programs,
Jesuit Social Services

Workshop speaker

Sally Parnell is the Executive Director, Programs at Jesuit Social Services, leading its
service delivery and program development. She has a BA and Master of Social Policy
and Management. Sally has extensive leadership experience in human services at
executive and board levels, with practice spanning human service coordination and
program design, management and consultancy roles. She has a keen interest in
building strong organisational cultures for change, and a passion for practice
development and social justice.

Des Powell AM

Chair, MacKillop Family Services

Workshop speaker

Des has held a range of senior executive management roles in both the private and
public sectors in Australia and Asia. He operated his own consultancy business between
2000 and 2015 and has held a number of key governance appointments. He currently is
a Commissioner for the Victorian Gambling and Liquor Commission, Chair of
Federation Training, a Director of Barwon Water and a Director of the Victorian
Regional Channels Authority. Previously he has held numerous positions at Federal and
State level including Director of Port Melbourne with six years as Deputy Chair and
Commissioner and Deputy Chair of the National Transport Commission. Des was the
inaugural Chair of Edmund Rice Education Australia from 2006 to 2012. He is currently
Chair of MacKillop Family Services. In June 2014 Des was appointed as a Member of the
Order of Australia (AM) in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list for his significant
contributions to business, commerce and the community.

Elizabeth Proust
AO

Chair, Australian Institute of
Company Directors

Workshop speaker

Elizabeth Proust has held leadership roles in the private and public sectors in Australia
for more than 30 years. She has worked in local, State and Federal Government, the
oil industry and in banking. She has held senior positions in the Victorian Government
and was CEO of the City of Melbourne. Elizabeth is currently Chair of Nestle
(Australia), of the Bank of Melbourne, and of the Australian Institute of Company
Directors and a director of Lend Lease Corporation. She is also Deputy Chair of the
Catholic Church’s Truth Justice and Healing Council. Elizabeth has a Law degree
(University of Melbourne) and a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) from La Trobe University.

Jacqui Rèmond

Former National Director, Catholic
Earthcare Australia; co-founder of the
Global Catholic Climate Movement

Forum
speaker

Jacqui Rèmond graduated from the University of Melbourne with degrees in Education
and Science in 1997, and a Postgraduate Certificate in Leading Resilient Enterprises in
2014, and in the years between worked as an Environmental Educator at universities,
TAFE colleges and secondary schools around Australia. She has spent many years
developing partnerships and ecological conversion initiatives to enable the Catholic
Church to better care for God’s creation through advocacy, education, research and
collaboration. Jacqui has worked as the Coordinator of the Northern Australia
Environment Alliance and served as Chair of Environs Kimberley. In 2006, she
undertook training with Al Gore to become a Climate Change Leader. Today, Jacqui is
a mentor to a group of retired academics in Al Gore’s Climate Reality Project.
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John Roskam

Executive Director, Institute of
Public Affairs

Forum speaker

John Roskam has been the Executive Director of the free market think tank, the
Institute of Public Affairs (IPA) since 2005. Before joining the IPA he taught political
theory at the University of Melbourne. He was previously the Executive Director of The
Menzies Research Centre in Canberra, has been a senior adviser and chief of staff to
Federal and State education ministers, and was the manager of government and
corporate affairs for a global mining company. His publications include Australia's
Education Choices (with Professor Brian Caldwell), 'Terrorism and Poverty' in Blaming
Ourselves, 'Liberalism and Social Welfare' in Liberalism and the Australian Federation,
and 'The Liberal Party and the Great Split' in The Split Fifty Years Later. His fortnightly
column appears in The Australian Financial Review. He is a member of the Editorial
Board of The Australian Journal of Public Administration, and Connor Court Publishing,
and the Advisory Board of The Centre for Advanced Journalism at the University of
Melbourne. He is a Fellow of the Institute of Public Administration, Australia in
Victoria, and is an Honorary Fellow of Campion College.

Camilla Rowland

Chief Executive Officer,
Marymead

Workshop panel
chair

For the past 28 years Camilla has worked in the ‘For Purpose’ (NFP) sector in
executive, management, clinical and educational roles in rural and metropolitan
regions on the eastern seaboard of Australia. Her focus has been in the areas of
disability, families, aged care, drug and alcohol, mental health, and palliative care.
Camilla has been CEO of Marymead since 2015 and was previously in leadership roles in
local, interstate and national organisations in the health and community services
industries. Camilla holds qualifications related to human resource management, social
work, adult education, governance and management. She is passionate about a
community development approach which aims to develop collaboration across health,
community services, education and justice, as well as with commercial sectors.
Camilla currently holds positions on the Playgroup Australia Board, and the ACT
Council of Social Services Board (President), and has been involved in representation at
local, state, and national levels.

Peter Selwood

Executive Director,
Centacare Brisbane

Workshop speaker

Peter Selwood has held the role of Executive Director of Centacare Brisbane since
2001. The operations of Centacare include disability services, community aged care,
child care and family services across south-east Queensland. The organisation employs
more than 3,000 staff and is supported by over 300 volunteers, with a turnover of
approximately $180m per annum. Peter’s former directorships include Catholic Social
Services Australia Ltd, Australian Catholic Superannuation and Retirement Fund and
Yourtown. He is currently a director of Mercy Health and Aged Care Central
Queensland Limited. Peter is a fellow of CPA Australia and a fellow of the Australian
Institute of Company Directors.
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Di Swan

Director, CentaCare Family and
Relationship Services

Workshop speaker

Di Swan is a Social Worker and currently the Director of Centacare Family and
Relationship Services, Brisbane. Di oversees a diverse range of family and relationship
services including specialist DFV services across south-east Queensland and the Wide
Bay Burnett regions. Her work in the sector spans a few decades, working across
university, government and not-profit sectors including a period as a consultant. Di’s
career has seen her live and work in Far North Queensland for 14 years and in recent
years, south-west Queensland. She has worked for Centacare Cairns, Centacare
Toowoomba / South West, and Centacare Brisbane throughout her career.

Lana Turvey-Collins

Plenary Council 2020 Facilitator

Forum speaker

In November 2017 Lana Turvey-Collins began working with the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference to facilitate a three-year process of listening, dialogue and
discernment about the future of the Catholic Church in Australia. Prior to this
appointment, Lana worked as the Program Manager for Mission Formation and
Professional Development for Catholic Mission. She has studied in the areas of mission,
theology and Church, and holds bachelor degrees in commerce and arts and a master's
degree in development and human rights. Before joining Catholic Mission, Lana worked
with corporate businesses and their executive teams on leadership, implementation of
vision, values and organisational culture. She has lived and worked in Zambia, Peru,
Timor-Leste and Japan.

Miriam Rose
Ungunmerr
Baumann AO

Chair, Miriam Rose Foundation

Forum speaker

Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr Baumann is an Aboriginal elder from Nauiyu (Daly River),
where she served for many years as the principal of the local Catholic primary school.
She is a renowned artist, writer, activist and public speaker. Miriam has received an
Order of Australia for services to Aboriginal people, and has been awarded an
honorary doctorate in Education. She is the founder and current chair of the Miriam
Rose Foundation. Her many contributions have greatly benefited both local Aboriginal
and broader mainstream society.

Kate Venables

Director, CatholicCare Social
Services South West Queensland

Workshop speaker

Kate Venables has a long history working in the social services sector across central
Queensland and now the Darling Downs and South West. Leading diverse teams of
community service staff and volunteers to achieve successful outcomes for a wide
variety of client groups has been her priority, alongside a commitment to true
partnering and genuine collaboration in the local community. As the Mission Director
for CentacareCQ, Kate’s background in education and theology was invaluable as she
endeavoured to make the connection between the work being delivered at the
coalface and the mission of the Church and organisation. In her current role, Kate’s
challenge is to build productive workplaces that foster committed relationships
internally and externally, and ensure individuals are valued and organisational
performance is enhanced.
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In his role, Joe Zabar seeks to advance policies that improve social services to, and the
wellbeing of, the disadvantaged and vulnerable in our community by developing and
advocating for policy reforms which address economic inequality and income adequacy,
and improve the sustainability of social services provision. Joe has more than 25 years
of experience spanning the government and not-for-profit sectors in areas such as
advocacy, policy, marketing and fundraising, human resources and business
management.

