
 

Social Services Sunday Kit 
Sunday 15 September 2024 

A day to reflect on mercy, justice and charity 
 

This kit includes the following information for Social Services Sunday, which is an 

observance Sunday on 15 September 2024 in the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne: 

 

1. Key messages to understand the purpose of the day and the work of Catholic social 

services across Victoria – which you can share with your parish or school/work. 

2. A message for your parish bulletin 

3. Suggested Prayer 

4. Practical steps for parishes to contribute to the work of Catholic social services. 

5. Other resources, including a video that can be shown at your parish and shared 

online, and an informative brochure that can be put online, printed or used as a 

briefing. 

 

1. Key messages 
 

 Social services Sunday allows us to acknowledge and reflect upon the important 

work of the staff and volunteers working across Catholic social services who stand 

with and serve the most vulnerable in our community. 

 CSSV’s report on the work of our member organisations show that in 2021-22 our 

40+ Victorian Catholic members: 

o Supported more than 302,500 people 

o Employed 7510 staff 

o Had over 15,800 volunteers 

o Worked from over 150 sites across Victoria 

o Spent $898 million on providing these services with $611 (68%) provided by 

government. 

 Despite the significant difference Catholic social services make in Victoria there are 

still enormous pressures being placed on our communities with the cost of living 

and ongoing housing crisis affecting many 

 For this reason, CSSV promotes a just, equitable and compassionate society so that 

all can flourish 

 Our 40+ member organisations do this work every day - from simply caring for 

neighbours, to helping those fleeing domestic violence, to working to solve the 

housing crisis.   

https://css.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Faith-Hope-and-Love-Mapping-and-contextualising-the-contributions-of-Victorias-Catholic-social-services-sector.pdf


 

 

2. A message for parish bulletins 
 

Sunday 15 September 2024 marks Social Services Sunday within the Catholic 

Archdiocese of Melbourne.  On this day we give thanks for the dedicated work of 

the thousands of staff and volunteers who stand with and serve the poor, 

disadvantaged and marginalised. We acknowledge with gratitude all of Catholic 

Social Services Victoria’s 40 member organisations, their 7,000+ staff and 15,000+ 

volunteers and the important work that they do to serve over 300,000 people. 

 

At this challenging time of a cost of living and housing affordability crisis, the Gospel 

message of love, care and welcome is needed more than ever.  We can all play a 

role in building a more just and compassionate society.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Download image here. 

 

https://css.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Social-Services-Sunday-2024-QR-tile.jpg


 

Suggested Prayer 

 

We thank you, loving God, 

for this unfenced and fertile world, 

that is your gift, 

for all to sow and reap, 

to work and play, 

to wonder at and pray. 

 

We thank you, loving God,  

for all our fellow workers in your garden –  

for those who plan and plant, 

who prune and harvest, 

so that all may flower 

in a glory of shapes and colours. 

We promise, loving God, 

we servants at your table, 

to open your banquet to all your guests, 

to seat the hungry, lame and poor, 

to find a seat for those shut out 

and hold the door open against the crowd. 

 

May we follow Jesus, your Son, 

who walked in our world in wonder, 

reached out and healed and died 

to free and save it (us).  

 

 

 

Written by Fr Andy Hamilton SJ for the Catholic Social Services National Conference 2024. 

 

 
3. Practical steps for parishes 

 

 Find out more about the Catholic social services working in your area and how you 

can provide support (find a list of CSSV members here) 

 

 Pray for the staff and volunteers who work in so many ways to care for our 

communities 

 

 Join with others in your parish to take Gospel-inspired actions, both big and small, 

to ‘act justly, and to love mercy and walk humbly with your God’   

 

 

4. Other Resources 

Link to video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEmo9b_1aQ0  

Links to informative brochure: Colour and Black and White  

https://css.org.au/service-providers/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEmo9b_1aQ0
https://css.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Social-Services-Sunday-2024-Poster-colour1.pdf
https://css.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Social-Services-Sunday-2024-Poster-BW1.pdf

