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Social Services Sunday Parish Kit
Sunday 20 September 2026

Catholic Social Services Victoria (CSSV) is the peak body representing over 40 Catholic
social service and community organisations across the state. Our members have
thousands of staff and dedicated volunteers who support more than 300,000 people
each year, working from across more than 388 sites. CSSV’s mission is to work with the
Catholic Church to fulfilthe Gospel imperatives to stand in solidarity with those who
are disadvantaged and marginalised and to create a more just, equitable and
compassionate society.

Catholic Social Services Victoria encourages all parishes in Victoria to mark Social
Services Sunday this 20 September, which is an observance Sunday in the Catholic
Archdiocese of Melbourne.

This kit includes the following material to assist parishes to observe Social Services
Sunday:

1. Key messages to understand the purpose of the day and the work of Catholic
social services across Victoria —which you can share with your parish, school or
workplace

2. Ablurb andimage foryour parish bulletin

3. Suggested Prayer

4. Practical steps for parishes and community members to contribute to the work
of Catholic social services.

5. Other resources, including a video that can be shared and an informative flyer to
print, put online orto use as a briefing.

1. Key Messages

e Social Services Sunday is an opportunity to recognise and thank the staff,
volunteers and organisations who support people experiencing disadvantage
and marginalisation.

e Catholic social service organisations in Victoria support more than 300,000
Victorians across over 388 sites, drawing on the expertise and commitment of
over 7,510 staff and more than 15,000 volunteers.

e (Catholic social service organisations accompany people through many different
circumstances, including homelessness and housing insecurity, family and
domestic violence, disability, poverty, displacement, and challenges
experienced by young people and families.


https://youtu.be/xdZMC2r-n5g
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e This work reflects the Church’s commitment to human dignity, solidarity,
compassion and the common good. It is the Church's social mission in action.

e This Social Services Sunday 2026, we affirm that Catholic hope is active. Itis
expressed through encounter, connection and relationships that help us
rediscover the joy of belonging to one community and one family. This kinship
invites us to recognise every person as a brother or sister, look beyond
ourselves, accompany those experiencing hardship, uphold each person’s
dignity, and listen to and care for those who are marginalised.

e The mostrecent social justice statement, “Living the Gospel in Times of Social
Division” by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, calls for us to
encounter one another as neighbours rather than strangers, and to build social
cohesion by rejecting rising divisions such as racism.

Key actions for parishes:
- Watch and share the Social Services Sunday Video in your parish community
- Provide an open platform for volunteering, ideas and connection

2. A message and image for parish bulletins
Social Services Sunday: 20 September 2026

This Sunday, 20 September 2026, we give thanks for the thousands of staff and
volunteers across Catholic social services who accompany people experiencing poverty,
disadvantage and marginalisation throughout Victoria.

As we celebrate Social Services Sunday, we recognise the need for encounter. Passion
for connection and meeting others creates the kinship that is imperative in times of
hardship and for building strong communities. Through these encounters, we recognise
the dignity of every person and stand alongside those who may otherwise go unheard.
Catholic social services put this call into practice every day through accompaniment,
advocacy, and practical support.

This Social Services Sunday, we are invited not only to give thanks for this work, but to
consider our own contribution: Who is experiencing hardship around us? Who is
already walking beside them? How might we strengthen and support that work?


https://acbcwebsite.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/Articles/Documents/ACBC/ACBC+Social+Justice+Statement+-+August+2026.pdf
https://youtu.be/xdZMC2r-n5g
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3. Suggested Prayer

Heavenly Father, | come before you with a heart filled with a desire to serve and uplift
ourcommunity. You have called us to love our neighbours as ourselves and to be
instruments of your peace and compassion in the world.

Grant us wisdom and discernment as we seek to serve others. Help us to see beyond
outward appearances and to recognize the dignity and worth of every person we
encounter. Fill us with your Holy Spirit, empowering us to be your hands and feet in the
world, bringing hope and healing wherever we go.

We lift up our community into your loving hands, praying for its well-being and
prosperity. Help us to be agents of positive change, working together to build a
community where all are valued, respected, and cared for.

Lord, | ask for your blessing upon our efforts to serve others. May our actions be guided
by your love and motivated by a genuine desire to make a difference in the lives of those
around us.

In your name, God, we pray for service to the community. May our hands be your hands,
our feet be your feet, and our hearts be your hearts as we seek to serve others in your
name. Amen.

Source: Prayer for Service to the Community, Common Good Magazine

4. Practical steps for communities to consider

e Join with others in your parish or organisation to take action-big or small.
Consider the particular needs in your local community and ask: How can we
respond? What can we do together? How can we better love and serve our
neighbours?

e Connect with Catholic social service organisations in your community. Find
a list of CSSV member organisations and learn more about their work and
how you can support them. Share opportunities for connection at events into
reaching out to those in hardship.

e Act by volunteering your time, sharing your skills, making a donation, or
advocating for people experiencing disadvantage and marginalisation.
Encourage your parish groups to unite with schools and community
organisations to make greater difference.


https://css.org.au/service-providers/
https://css.org.au/service-providers/
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e Prayforthose people experiencing hardship, and for the staff. and
volunteers who accompany and serve our communities.

5. Other resources

e Video sharing stories of impact from Catholic social services clients
e Colourbrochure

e Black and white brochure

e |mage for Parish Bulletin



https://youtu.be/xdZMC2r-n5g
https://css.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Social-Services-Sunday-Brochure-Colour-1.png
https://css.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Social-Services-Sunday-Brochure-Black-and-White-1.png
https://css.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Parish-Bulletin-Image.png

